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" PANDA POWER

THE COMMOTION OVER TWO NEW RESIDENTS OF A BELGIAN ZOO THROWS
MORE LIGHT ABOUT AN ANIMAL EVERYONE SEEMS TO LOVE

By ERIK NILSSON
erik_nilsson@chinadaily.com.cn

iant pandas are so celebrated that it

‘was no surprise that a photo of a pan-

da munching bamboo in the business-

class seat of an Air China flight went
viral, even if it turned out to be a hoax.
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That image’s instant popularity, and the fact
that it was even created, is vet more evidence of
the cachet pandas enjoy. There is no doubt that
one of China’s best-known symbols is also one
of the planet’s most loved animals.

‘When a pair of pandas flew from China to
Canada last March, FedEx decked out the char-
tered aircraft’s exterior with images of the

creature chomping bam-
More boo and dubbed the flight
coverage Panda Express. Pandas, it
Snapshots P4 seems, never have to worry
PandaplanetP16 about being shunted into

cattle class, and on this
flight the usual first-class fare was laid on: 100
kilograms of bamboo, 150 kg of shoots, 50 kg

of apples and 15 kg of water, with a vet and two
attendants on hand to cater to the animals’
every whim.

“In-flight catering and a comfortable cabin
temperature for the pandas should make for an
enjovable journey halfway across the world,” the
company said in a blog.
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In 1972, when the US president Richard Nixon and his wife Pat Nixon visited China for the first time. premier Zhou Enlai received thern. At a banquet, he offered the US First Lady a packet of Panda cigarettes. She politely iﬂmﬂ..ma @
refused, saying she did not sroke. With a smile, Zhou replied, "No, we are going to give two pandas to your country. Would you like them?” melanclauca
On the first day that Ling-ling and Hsing-hsing went on show at National Zoological Park, 20,000 people descended on the zoo to see therm. Siane T

PANDA DIPLOMACY
SINCE THE 19?08

1984 1992 m iy

Matan 10% larger than females.
Wesght: S9-145 kilkos:
Males 20% haavier than lemales

Pandas starbed to become wall I the 19803 the number of pandas I 2084, ab the iwatation of Los In 1292, the Chinese gaverameant
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PANDA Dh’EO Y me
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Suring the Tang Dynasty (AD Humbar: two Mame: Miss Unity Marne; Plng-ping Pandas sent lo; Nahanal Zaological Park, and many ware sent overseas as sanding them oversess was staged giant panda and its habitat, 14-20 20-30
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HABITAT

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF PANDAS OUTSIDE CHINA IAL SPECIES UNDER

SPEC
There are 12 countries with 44 pandas living there PANDA HABITAT

COST WORLDWIDE
OF RAISING A PANDA

$400,000

Buiiging ancammodation
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Giant pandas live in broadisaf and
coniferous forests

Upmer Yargtze
ety hatsies

lri-! 0 LT
BELGIUM

UK $
2 ‘P.; Ty ."v
w % Austria

France . Ir «' o
Spam*’?‘ e Pandaland

A
CHINA Worinda i
3 Canbac i .
Batling

Japan o
0,
Thailand & Ml 8 Sy
THE PANDAS' TRIP i el T
2 oxlmuumnn m:ahuwwonnm OF"V'UDBM”'* orm?}imarummmnmmm» 2 * d
"un ‘nrmrtunwmm w::mﬂzmm;,ma-ﬂcmmwlv. 2 1

: %
Singapore b panisane |
e ' 12-37
S Kllegrams of bambed a panda aats par day
Saurce: Chine Wildiife Conservation Assoclation, WF 5
Baing =0 denandanit an cna sINgk type of

food maans trat thair loss of hatfat

SPECIAL THAMKS TO: | SPECIAL SPONSORS:
means the inss of tha panda

CHINESE EMBASSY IN BELGIUM  BELGIAN EMBASSY IN CHINA CHINESE MISSION TO EU !L #E'?;DKLEUM @ ‘Rt}? i&?m{?" m
(L L)
HUAWEI

Ky 2 F AT

RAAEEEF R RTTIREY

& Wi

QHLALLEFAD KLIKRC | CHA D



