WORLD

Mid-Term
Misfortune

Barack Obama strives for a sound legacy &y 4n Sang

(GOP) took back the Senate after eight

years in a landslide victory during the
mid-term congressional election in November.
While the GOP is still in control of the House of
Representatives, it also gained ground in state
governor elections in lllinois, Maryland, lowa and
Colorado—the traditional spheres of influence
of the Democrats.

P redictably, the U.S. Republican Party

A big loss

The loss for the Democratic Party was clearly
a backlash against perceived failures of
President Barack Obama’s administration.
Despite making some achievements in
reinvigorating the economy, creating jobs,
advancing healthcare reform as well as end-
ing the two wars in Irag and Afghanistan in
the past six years, the Obama administration
has not been able to sustain a positive public
image. The general public doesn’t sense the
practical benefits that the “change” Obama
advocated has brought to them.

In contrast to a 7-percent growth in per-
capita GDP, U.S. household income has fallen
since Obama became president, according to
the Economic Report of the President 2014. As
a result, the GOP focused its campaign strategy
on economic issues while avoiding sensitive
social issues before the mid-term election.

The changing situation both inside and out-
side of the United States has further worsened
the Democrats’ poll numbers. The Obama ad-
ministration’s strategy in fighting Islamic State
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extremists in Iraq and Syris eSS =5
and poorly executed, lacking SEmmE E===—"
to eradicate the threat of TSR NN
of the Ebola epidemic ineSam k=
States, the Obama adminSE=mm S
public an impression of DOEF EEETE——=—_
addition, Obama’s embass SESR= D=s-
haul has also frustrated suomam=s

Some Democratic camaiiEs St mp=
to distance themselves Sorm Sl S
the election, such as Sensi= CEmulE S
Grimes from Kentucky, Wi sissSrst musiiei
that she does not support CEEETES R—D=
Even so, people expresses EEss amim -
ward the poor ruling perim =
and the Democrats in T St S
polls after the election ShoweS S S
of the voters were dissciSies i et
administration, 60 percent o WS-
favorable opinion with GOP s S mumn=
than half of voters were GSonmiETRSTN T
parties.

Since the GOP took ool o e S
of Representatives in 2000 & S i =
confrontational tactic acamss D SmenE
to thwart his administraBom's s ummn M-
care, taxation, education anE ST
with utmost effort.

After the mid-term eleciam, S =
tion between the White Hmses St =
will be further intensified metEmE ===
duck president. The GOP-ciommmassss & =
will not only continue o S D
cies, it may also forcefly e ‘mmug’ Dils
1o ruin the past reforn SEESSTERESGF S
Obama administration S tihe S0F
cannot get the two thirts SR mE=m= o
override the president’s veiz s

In his first public speecR ST ————
election, Obama said, “SSll SSpr=SEEt Wawe =
unique responsibility to S EmE ke N s
work.”

In the past year, Obarma wes smare ety =
suing executive orders D DypEsS e s

£ support from lobbyists and other
ymental organizations to promote

«=s. Soon after the Democrats lost the
o= election, Obama reportedly ordered
reset the agenda to seek new reform
S in boosting employment and rais-

On Nov ember 20, Obama announced a set
o =s=cutve actions that allow undocumented
re=rants who are parents of USS. citizens and
=== oemmanent residents, known as green card
Soncers o legally live and work in the country
%or = Denioc of three years. The move will help
Tously S million undocumented immigrants in
e counTy 2void deportation. The measure is
e ===- mowe that Obama has used to bypass
fhelongess

—owewer. the order on immigration stirred
T conToversy, with outraged opponents
anousme Coame of acting more like an emperor

fe=c of the world's oldest democracy.
n the House of Representatives
suen Swestened o file a lawsuit and pledged a

Suce=s boycott In 2013, though the immigra-
$ion /=form bill of the Obama administration was
Dessec N the Z)ﬂﬂ"ocrau'c contro Senate, it
w=s vened by the House of Represeniaiives.
Preparlng for 2016

" is Fukuyama,
e Unis=d Siates has entered
I rOrECsoETTEC tutional crisis in that
Amencans mot only nesed sitong leadership, but
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—owe=ver, politicians have already turned
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